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* By OSHRIT BIRVADKER

ive months ago, the
F “Super-Sparta” address

captured the harrowing
dissonance of a nation at war.
The momentum of the speech
was defined by a brutal para-
dox - a people whose hearts
were buried in the darkness of
Hamas tunnels, watching the
clock run out on their captive
loved ones, while their mili-
tary might was being felt across
the Middle East. From the
pulverized Houthi headquar-
ters to the smoldering docks
of Hodeidah, Israel projected a
Spartan resolve.

Amid these operational tri-
umphs and mounting global
condemnation, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu present-
ed ajarring portrait of a democ-
racy pivoting toward absolute
self-reliance. He offered the
vision of an autarkic (econom-
ically independent) fortress as
a shield against diplomatic iso-
lation.

Yet, this “Spartan” ideal
collides with the harsh reali-
ties of the 21st century. In a
hyper-connected world, a
closed economy is not a strate-
gic sanctuary, but a precarious
illusion that ignores the reali-
ties of modern statecraft.

But the real message wasn’t
about looking inward; it was
about looking Eastward. Israe-
li Eurocentrism has run its

No India, no super-sparta

course, and the limits of West-
ern dependency have been laid
bare post the October 7 massa-
cre in 2023.

Rather than pursuing the
hollow phantom of autarky,
Israel is pivoting toward a
new Asia-centric reality. In
this emerging world order,
Asia, with India at its helm, is
becoming an indispensable pil-
lar of Israel’s national security
and its very survival.

Into this strategic vacuum,
Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s arrival this morning
serves as a resounding declara-
tion of intent. It illustrates how
the world’s largest democracy
and the Middle East’s only true
democracy envision a shared
future, signaling the end of
transactional courting and the
dawn of an intimate partner-
ship.

In a stark departure from
2017, India no longer arrives
as a mere consumer of Israeli
innovation, but as a primary
stakeholder in a shifting world
order. As a rising titan in the
global balance of power, India
is leading the departure from
unipolarity, an old order that
has spent the last few years in
a protracted state of visitation,
mourning the loss of its global
hegemony.

Modi’s presence in Jerusalem,
occurring as Western capitals
waver, signals that the Israeli
“Super-Sparta” has secured a
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strategic anchor that is not hes-
itant to wield its power. This is
the moment when the “Look
East” doctrine turns into a solid
reality, woven with defense
contracts and trade corridors,
clarifying that New Delhi is the
primary engine of Israel’s stra-
tegic depth in a fractured world.

Following the October 7
massacre, Modi was the first to

condemn the murderous ter-
ror attack. The Indian support
did not end with declarations
alone; it catalyzed a big and
fundamental change in Isra-
el’s national security equation
that will never return to the
status quo. For the first time,
the historical asymmetry that
characterized the defense equa-
tion has narrowed. New Delhi

was provided with vital muni-
tions and advanced military
technologies during apocalyp-
tic moments of diplomatic and
morale-related nadirs.

This assistance served as the
ultimate proof that the “Make
in India” initiative is no longer
just a vehicle for Indian mil-
itary modernization against
China and Pakistan. Instead,

it has evolved into an Israeli
existential necessity. In an era
where European support is
increasingly dictated by politi-
cal caprice, the ability to main-
tain joint production lines with
a reliable partner has become
Israel’s primary insurance poli-
cy for strategic continuity.

Netanyahu’s “Super-Sparta”
has evolved. An absolute inde-
pendence is a mirage in a world
where economies and security
are inextricably linked. Israel’s
path to resilience lies in choos-
ing strategic partners who share
its scars.

India is that partner.

Having endured the relent-
less shadow of terror, India is
no stranger to the threat of
radical Islam, an ideology that
seeks to overwhelm its civiliza-
tional fabric. The Indo-Israeli
alliance represents a profound
strategic alignment between
two democracies that refuse to
yield to the forces of religious
fanaticism.

Israel is far from alone in its
pivot toward New Delhi.

The global community, as
well, recognizes India as the
new center of gravity. The his-
toric free trade agreement (FTA)
recently signed between India
and the EU provides the crit-
ical momentum required to
breathe life into the IMEC proj-
ect, placing Israel at the very
heart of anew global trade map.

This is a path meant to stream

investment, jobs, and large-
scale trade into the region,
exactly what Israel post-war
needs, igniting the regional
integration that was brutally
hijacked in October.

The gravity of Indian power
has transcended politics, cap-
turing the strategic focus of the
world’s foremost technology
giants. The International Al
Summit held last week under-
scored India’s role as the new
frontier for innovation. As the
world’s eyes turn toward New
Delhi, Israel must act decisively
to weave its unique, innovative
DNA into this massive ecosys-
tem. Engaging with a market of
over a billion people is no lon-
ger a choice; it is the 11th com-
mandment in a shifting world.

To achieve this, a regulato-
ry breakthrough is required,
primarily the signing of an
FTA. Despite Israel’s minute
size compared to the Indian
giant, it has immense value to
contribute, such as Israeli dis-
ruptive thinking and “chutz-
pah”, which remain sought-af-
ter commodities for Indian
growth. In this win-win equa-
tion, where Israeli innovation
meets Indian scale, lies the
path for Israel to become the
“Super-Sparta” that Netanyahu
envisions.

The writer is the director of the
South and East Asia Center at the
Jerusalem Institute for Strategy
and Security (JISS).

India and Israel: A partnership that beats asymmetry

« By RAN KOCHAV

next visit to Israel could do

more than generate headlines.
It could lower the friction that con-
strains the defense relationship and
help India and Israel deepen coopera-
tion at a moment when they are con-
fronting the same strategic problem:
how to defend societies and critical
infrastructure against air and missile
threats in an age of saturation.

This visit should not be read as a
test of political warmth. It is a capa-
bility checkpoint: Can Israel and
India translate diplomatic proxim-
ity into practical mechanisms that
reduce the cost asymmetry of mod-
ern air defense?

For both countries, the past two
years have underscored a hard truth:
Air and missile defense is no longer a
supporting function. It is a national
strategic instrument that buys deci-
sion-makers time, maneuver space,
and crisis stability while denying
adversaries an outsized strategic pay-
off.

One of the lessons of recent con-
flicts, especially Operation Sindoor
(May 2025), is that air defense deter-
mines the political room available to
leaders during limited conflict.

But in the “Saturation Age,” where
low-cost drone swarms, loitering
munitions, and missile salvos can
overwhelm defenses, the core chal-
lenge is economic. No country can
sustainably fire interceptors worth
millions of dollars at targets that cost
only a few thousand. If air defense
becomes financially exhausting, it
becomes strategically brittle.

Modern air defense cannot remain
a collection of isolated missile batter-
ies. It must transform from a static,
linear shield into a dynamic kill web
- an integrated network that com-
bines early warning, command and
control, kinetic interception, elec-
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tronic warfare, cyber, and non-kinet-
ic (“soft-kill”) effects under a single
operational logic.

The objective is to defeat saturation
by distributing sensing, fusing data,
prioritizing targets, and applying the
cheapest effective effect rather than
defaulting to expensive interceptors.

India is moving in that direction.
During Operation Sindoor, it relied
on a networked C4ISR architecture
known as IACCS (Integrated Air Com-
mand & Control System), designed to
generate a unified air picture by fusing
inputs from ground radars, airborne
platforms, and even civilian sensors.

The next turning point is the cre-
ation of a multi-service Joint Engage-
ment Zone (JEZ), a seamless engage-
ment environment where different
services can share data and coordi-
nate fires at speed.

India is working to connect the air
force’s IACCS with the army’s tac-
tical air defense command system,
Akashteer, and expand integration
across additional regional nodes. Yet
the remaining gaps, especially the
challenge of real-time interoperabil-
ity, still matter, because saturation
attacks compress decision time. Any
delay becomes a vulnerability.

Detection and interception:
Where saturation bites hardest

The most difficult layer to build is
the detection layer. The hardest tar-
gets to identify are low-flying threats
with small radar cross-sections, such
as small “kamikaze” drones. India
operates airborne early warning plat-
forms, including Netra and Israeli
Phalcon aircraft, but availability con-
straints remain an issue.

The future requires large-scale
deployment of distributed sensors,
including compact radars and elec-
tro-optical systems, to feed the air
picture and prevent swarms from
exploiting gaps.

On interception, India is man-

—
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aging a layered approach. For long
ranges, it employs the Russian S-400
system. For the mid-layer, systems
based on Akash and jointly devel-
oped Barak-8 (MRSAM) play a cen-
tral role.

For point defense and tactical
ranges, India is shifting toward sys-
tems such as QRSAM and upgrading
legacy anti-aircraft guns (including
L-70 and Shilka variants) with prox-
imity-fused smart ammunition to
provide a cheaper, scalable response
to drone swarms. This reflects the
economic logic of saturation:
Expensive interceptors cannot be
the default answer for low-cost mass
threats.

This is where Israel’s value prop-
osition becomes strategically rele-
vant. The India-Israel technology
interface is already a component of
India’s air defense posture, particu-
larly through the jointly developed
Barak-8 family and early warning
platforms such as Phalcon.

But the deeper advantage lies in
how Israel thinks about integrat-
ed air defense as a continuously
evolving operational enterprise:
architecture design, battle manage-
ment, rapid iteration, and the trans-
lation of operational lessons into
upgrades.

The global lesson from both
Ukraine and Israel is that count-
er-saturation requires a system of
systems supported by distributed,
semi-autonomous decision net-
works.

Ukraine’s experience with inte-
grated EW-and-fire networks (such
as Kvertus Atlas) and Israel’s count-
er-drone systems (including Drone
Dome) point to the same operation-
al principle: The winning combina-
tion is detection, electronic disrup-
tion, and kinetic fires, orchestrated
by a single “brain” that prioritiz-
es targets and prevents national
ammunition stockpiles from being
exhausted.

The real ceiling is industrial,

not diplomatic

If Modi’s visit is to matter in defense
terms, it must address the issue that
now defines the ceiling of coopera-
tion: industry.

India’s push for indigenization
is a strategic program to turn India
into a global defense manufactur-
ing hub and reducing dependence
on single-source supply chains. In
air defense, that means developing
critical components domestically,
including seekers and secure com-
munications channels, rather than
relying on external suppliers.

Israel understands this constraint.
Remaining relevantin India’s defense
ecosystem requires alignment with
India’s domestic production goals -
through models that privilege local
manufacturing, long-term integra-
tion, maintenance and overhaul
(MRO), and the transfer of tacit oper-
ational knowledge into Indian orga-
nizations.

If Israel frames the relationship as
“more exports,” it will hit a ceiling. If
it frames it as capability acceleration
inside India, it becomes harder to
reverse politically and easier to scale.

India also has incentives to be flex-
ible when it recognizes Israeli value
that accelerates Indian self-reliance:
architecture and integration exper-
tise, an iterative upgrade culture, and
proven expetience in fielding capa-
bilities under operational pressure.

In the Saturation Age, the advan-
tage in air defense is determined less
by the quality of any single inter-
ceptor and more by the depth of the
industrial ecosystem behind it: pro-
duction tempo, maintenance capac-
ity, spare-part availability, software
and sensor upgrade cycles, and sup-
ply-chain resilience.

Economic asymmetry is not solved
by technology alone but by the abili-
ty to manufacture, sustain, replenish,
and upgrade quickly and affordably.

Local production + MRO + rapid
upgrade cycles reduce life-cycle costs,
raise operational availability, and
reduce vulnerability to wartime sup-
ply disruptions.

A strategic opportunity

Modi’s visit should be evaluated
by whether it delivers mechanisms.
In air defense terms, three concrete
directions stand out:

1. Integration as the “nervous sys-
tem”: accelerating interoperability
between IACCS, Akashteer, and the
JEZ concept to enable real-time joint
engagement and kill-web logic.

2. Counter-saturation layers that
are scalable and affordable: building
stronger soft-kill layers (EW/cyber)
alongside cheaper kinetic options,
leveraging a division of labor between
Israel’s strengths in integration and
protection and India’s strengths in
scale and deployment.

3. An industrial pathway that turns
platforms into an ecosystem: moving
from “systems” to industrial depth
co-producing critical components,
investing in secure communications,
institutionalizing sustainment, and
embedding upgrade capacity in
India.

A deeper India-Israel defense rela-
tionship requires disciplined design:
an alignment with India’s produc-
tion imperative, and an Israeli pos-
ture that prioritizes integration, sus-
tainment, and ecosystem-building
over one-off sales. If both sides pur-
sue this, the partnership can turn a
financially exhausting problem into
a sustainable capability advantage.

In 2026, the question will be
whether the relationship produces a
defense partnership that is scalable,
resilient, and economically surviv-
able under saturation - a partnership
that can beat the asymmetry.

The writer is a former IDF Air Defense
Command chief and former IDF spokes-
person.

Huckabee bests Carlson

Kudos to The Jerusalem Post (February 22) for three
excellent articles on the Tucker Carlson/Mike Huckabee
interview (and hats off to Ambassador Huckabee for his
principled parrying of Carlson’s mean-spirited attacks).

The Post highlighted several “untruths” Carlson
unleashed in his effort to delegitimize Israel; | would

like to quote a few of Carlson’s additional spurious fab-
rications. Carlson False Fact #1: “Netanyahu’s parents

did not speak Hebrew... how do we know that Net-
anyahu’s ancestors ever lived here?”
The inconvenient (for Carlson) truth: Netanyahu'’s

parents lived in Israel and did speak Hebrew. Netanya-
hu’s mother actually was born in Petah Tikva in 1912.
Netanyahu has grandparents (and even at least one
great-grandparent) who lived in Israel.

Carlson False Fact #2: Israel “has a higher standard of
living... than the United States. Why are we sending all
this money to a country that has a higher standard of
living than ours?”

The actual truth: The US standard of living is signifi-
cantly higher. Recent figures place US per capita

income at around $84,000 to $86,000 (2024), while
Israel is around $54,000-$60,000.

Carlson False Fact #3: “There are many more Chris-
tians in Qatar than there are in Israel.”

The real truth: Israel has about 185,000 Christian citi-
zens; Qatar has virtually none (and conversion there
from Islam is prohibited, carrying severe penalties).
While there are at times hundreds of thousands of tem-
porary foreign residents (many of whom may be Chris-
tian) In Qatar without citizenship or permanent rights,
millions of Christian tourists come to Israel annually.
These facts undermine whatever hostile point Carlson
was attempting to make.

Carlson False Fact #4: “Stonehenge is 3,000 years
older than any building built by the descendants of
Abram in this country.”

The fact: The gap between Stonehenge and Israelite
structures is closer to 1,800 years. Carlson’s 3,000-year
figure is inaccurate and exaggerated.

There are many more examples of Carlson playing
fast and loose with truth — always to Israel’s detriment.
The inescapable conclusion is that he is tainted and
biased for reasons we can only wonder about.

Again, high praise to Huckabee and the Post and for

adept handling of the interview and its coverage.
YAIR WEBMAN
Jerusalem

Annexation complications

Regarding “Ahead of elections, Israel looks to annex-
ation” (February 20) by Yaakov Katz, it is very import-
ant to consider the potential negative consequences if
Israel annexes Judea and Samaria.

If Palestinian residents are not given the right to vote,
Israel will no longer be a democratic state. If they do, it
will no longer be a Jewish state. Annexation would
anger the US and other nations, which could harm

Be careful before you predict

Zvika Klein gives a fascinating picture of the
demographic changes among lIsraeli voters
(“Parties should start taking note,” February, 23)
Using statistics that show first-time voters as
identifying as right-wing, he extrapolates to pre-
dict new party alignments and voting patterns
in coming elections.

I would suggest, however, that before we react
in either direction, we should consider that
answering a poll is a far cry from standing at the
ballot box. Issues present on election day, politi-
cal personalities, and not least of all, the phone

efforts to obtain a positive future for Gaza. It could
reduce the chances for normalization of ties with Saudi
Arabia and other Muslim nations, as well as the likeli-
hood of their joining the Abraham Accords. It could
result in sanctions, reduced foreign investment, and
trade frictions that could harm our economy. It could
also increase already widespread antisemitism, hatred
of Israel, and our current migration deficit.

RICHARD H. SCHWARTZ, PH.D.

vote at all.

Shoresh

call from a trusted friend the day before elec-
tions, all impact that final moment of dropping
the ballot onto the box. That is, of course,
assuming that these new voters come out to

In the last analysis, the political process will
continue its course, with these new voters tak-
ing their still unpredictable place within it.

MARION REISS
Beit Shemesh
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